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2009-2010 Bay wide Winter Blue Crab Dredge Survey

Total Number of Crabs Estimated to be in Chesapeake Bay

Survey Average

658 million crabs 

in 2010
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* The target healthy 

abundance of 200 

million adult crabs 

was set by scientists in 

2008.  At that time, the 

scientists stated that 

this target would be 

re-examined in a new 

analysis that is now 

underway. This 

analysis, called the 

blue crab stock 

assessment, will be 

complete in 2011.

2009-2010 Bay wide Winter Blue Crab Dredge Survey

Number of Spawning-Age Crabs Estimated to be in Chesapeake Bay

315 million crabs 

in 2010
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2009-2010 Bay wide Winter Blue Crab Dredge Survey

Number of Juvenile Crabs Estimated to be in Chesapeake Bay

343 million crabs 

in 2010
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Percentage of Crabs Removed Target Percentage = 46% Threshold Percentage = 53%

The Annual Percentage of Crabs Removed from the Bay Compared to the 

Target Level of 46% and the Maximum Safe Level of 53%
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Bay Wide Commercial Blue Crab Harvest 1990 through 2009

53.7 million lbs 

harvested in 2009


